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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with strikothrough . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A polling method performed bv a processor f or 
conducting a poll on a respondent group including at least one or more first respondents and 
second respondents, the polling method comprising: 

a first questioning by presenting an input form with a question to a first respondent; 

obtaining a free reply by accepting input onto the input form by a first respondent of an 
unguided reply to said question; 

a first storing for storing the free reply input by the first respondent as a reply option to 
said question; 

dosing the input form presented to the first respondent: 

a second questioning by presenting an input form with of presenting said question and 
the stored free reply to a second respondent after storing the input free reply- i nput of th e fr e e 
rep l y by the first r e spond e nt ; and 

accepting a choice of the stored free reply as a reply to said question on the input form 
presented to the second respondent 

a proconting to the second r e spond e nt tho reply option stor e d in said firct ctoring . 

2. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A polling method according to claim 1, further 
comprising: 

obtaining an elective reply by accepting from a second 
respondent selection of a reply presented In said presenting to the second, respondent 
a second storing of storing an elective input by the second respondent; and 
compiling by repeating said first questioning, said obtaining the free reply, said first 
storing, said second questioning, said presenting, said obtaining an elective reply, and said 
second storing, and collecting and compiling elective replies and free replies from said 
respondent group. 

3. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A polling method according to claim 1 , further 

2 

PAGE 4rt2 * RCVO AT 1/2812009 6:38:52 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5)38 » DNIS:2738300 ' C8ID: » DURATION (mm-s$):02-08 



JAN. 28. 2009 6:40PM 



NO. 596 1 P. 5 



Serial No. 1O/646 p 890 

comprising a first determining to determine whether a free reply input by a first respondent and a 
predetermined reply option presented are substantially the same, said presenting further 
presenting at least one predetermined reply option. 

4. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A polling method according to claim 3, wherein 
said first storing stores said free reply as a reply option to said question, upon said first 
determining having determined that said free reply input by said first respondent and said 
predetermined reply option are not substantially the same. 

5. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A polling method according to claim 3, wherein: 
upon said first determining having determined that said free reply input by said first 

respondent is substantially the same as said predetermined reply, said compiling compiles said 
free reply as an elective reply made by selection of said predetermined reply. 

6. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A polling method according to claim 3, further 
comprising confirming, upon said first determining having determined that said free reply input 
by said first respondent and said predetermined reply option are substantially the same T 
accepting from said first respondent confirmation as to whether or not the determination is 
correct; wherein 

said compiling is carried out if said determination is confirmed to be correct. 

7. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A polling method according to any of claims 1 , 2, 4, 
5 or 6, further comprising conditions-setting by accepting settings on conditions for designating 
at least one or more first respondents; wherein: 

in said first questioning, said question is presented to one or more first respondents who 
have been extracted based on said conditions. 

8. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A polling method according to any of claims 2, 4, 5, 
or 6, further comprising; 

a second determining of increasing a count of reply options to said question when a free 
reply is stored in said first storing, and determining whether the count of reply has reached a 
predetermined maximum value; 

a third storing of storing correctively with said question options that said presenting has 
presented to second respondents; and 
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a re-surveying of, upon said second determining having determined that said reply 
options count has reached said maximum value, extracting based on data stored in said third 
storing second respondents who have made elective replies from options numbering a count 
that is a predetermined minimum value or less, and presenting said extracted second 
respondents with sard question. 

9. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A polling method according to either claim 1 or 
claim 2, further comprising; 

by repeating said first questioning, said obtaining a free reply and said first storing; and 
controlling which said iterating terminated, and said presenting and said second 
questioning are performed. 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A polling device for conducting apoll on a respondent 
group including at least one or more first respondents and second respondents, the polling 
device comprising; 

first question means for presenting an input form with a question to a first respondent; 

free reply means for obtaining a free reply by accepting input onto the input form by a first 
respondent of an unguided reply to said question; 

first storage means for storing the free reply input by the first respondent as a reply 
option to said question; 

closing means for closing the input form presented to the first respondent; 

second question means for presenting an input form with of pr esenttog-said question and 
the stored free reply to a second respondent after storing the input free repl y input of tho froo 
re ply by thofirst - respond e nt ; and 

accepting means for accepting a choice of the stored free reply as a reply to said 
question on the input form presented to the second respondent 

pre se nta ti o n moons - for pres e nting to th e s e cond respondent the reply option stored by 
said first storag e m e ans . 

11. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A polling computer product for conducting a poll on a 
respondent group including at least one or more first respondents and second respondents, the 
computer product for causing a computer to function as: 

first question means for presenting an input form with a question to a first respondent; 
free reply means for obtaining a free reply by accepting input onto the input form by a first 
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respondent of an unguided reply to said question; 

first storage means for storing the free reply input by the first respondent as a reply 
option to said question; 

closing means for closing the input form presented to the first respondent: 

second question means for presenting an input form with oj-pfcscRtino-said question and 
the stored free reply to a second respondent after storing the input free repl y input of tho froo 
r e p l y by th e f i r s t r es pond ent; and 

accepting means for accepting a choice of the stored free reply as a reply to said 
question on the input form presented to the second respondent 

pr e s e ntation m e ans for pr e s e nting to th e c o oond r es pond e nt th o reply op fe e ft- storod - by 
s a i d fir s t s torag e means, 

1 2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable recording medium on which is 
recorded a polling program for conducting a poll on a respondent group including at least one or 
more first respondents and second respondents, the computer-readable recording medium on 
which is recorded a polling program for causing a computer to function as: 

first question means for presenting an input form with a question to a first respondent; 

free reply means for obtaining a free reply by accepting input onto the input form by a first 
respondent of an unguided reply to said question; 

first storage means for storing the free reply input by the first respondent as a reply 
option to said question; 

closing means for closing the input form presented to the first respondent; 

second question means for presenting an input form with of p r esorting said question and 
the stored free reply to a second respondent after storing the input free repl y input of th e fr ee 
roply by tho f i rst rocp eftdeRi; and 

accepting means for accepting a choice of the stored free reply as a reply to said 
question on the input form presented to the second respondent 

pfes g f fc>tk>n - moans for presenting to th e s e cond respondent tho rep l y - option otorod by 
sa i d first storag e m e an s. 

13. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A polling method performed bv a processor 
comprising: 

displaying a question; 

displaying at least one or more predetermined reply options to the 
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displayed question, and accepting selection of any of the predetermined reply options, or input of 
an unguided reply to the question on an input form : 

determining whether a free reply is being entered; 

determining, upon a free reply being entered, whether the free reply being entered and 
any of the predetermined reply options will be substantially the same before the input of the free 
reply has finished; a*4 

supporting, upon said determining having determined that the free reply and a 
predetermined reply option will be substantially the same, supporting input of the free reply or 
selection of the predetermined reply option ; and 

closing the input form , 

14. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A polling method according to claim 2, further 
comprising a first determining of determining whether a free reply input by a first respondent and 
a predetermined reply option presented in said presenting are substantially the same, wherein 
said presenting further representing at least one predetermined reply option. 

15. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A polling method according to claim 5, further 
comprising confirming of, if said first determining determines that said free reply input by 

said first respondent and said predetermined reply option are substantially the same, accepting 
from said first respondent confirmation as to whether the determination is correct; wherein 
said compiling is carried out if said determination is confirmed to be correct. 
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